¥

=
<
zr’

its old chamber in what is now
‘Btatuary Hall inlo the new
south wing.

In those days, Congress con-
“yoned in December, and it was
on Monday, Dec, 7, 1857, that
Albert Gallatin Jenkins took the
oath of office as a member of
{the House of Representiatives.
This was the 35th Congress, and
he found as b i's colleagues 128
Democrats, 92 Republicans and
14 members of the Native
American (Know - Nothing)
Party.

Congressman Jenkins' first

act after being sworn in was to -

cast his ballot for James L. Orr
of South Carolina who was
slected Speaker of the House
with exactly ‘the sume number
ol voles as there wer e Demo-
crats. For about a week, the
House of Represeutatives mel
for the last times in what if now
called “Statury Hall.” Coo-
gressman Jenking had the
honor o serve in the chamber
where ex-President John Quincy
Adams, as a Congressman, had
fallen dead at his desk, nine
years belore; while answering
a rol c:ll.
Jeaking’ Desk Ne. 172

Oun Dec. 16, 1857, at 12 nooa,
the House of Representatives
met for the first time in history
in its present quarters in the
south wing of the Capitol Build-
ing. Thus Congressman Jeakins
was present for a history-mak-
ing event. Unlike today, the
Membcn of the House each had
‘a desk (a3 does the Senate.) As
a freshmen member, Jenkins
sal toward the rear at Desk No.
1mn.
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first arrive

. Washiagton, young Jenklins

ved sl Crutchel's Boarding,
.located at 477 Sixth St.,

o of D 3. Befors the
pod suldnes

gress,
immediately to work. He was
ml . ‘o m “W" M‘
wltm onthe

gues-on Feb. 5, 1358, by rising’
1o bis foet with the adept parli-
amantary opening: I rise 10
- privileged quoation.”- Congress-
/a0 Jeaking attempted to-guin’

Oppertunity

Y But the real opporiunity for |

+

pitional fame came o Jenklnl'\
od May 4, 1838, when the lssue

ol alon of Minnesdia camé
up:, Toe debate. Congressman
! Johp. of Ohlo, author

of the Sherman Antldirust Act’
in Iater years, opposed admis-

" slon-of Minnesota becsuse that

territory had several clauses in
jts constitution which Sherman
disliked, with reference to elec-
tion ‘of their members of the

 giale logisature, Although Min-

"pesota was a [ree lerritory and
would swing the balance

agalnst the slave siates, Jenkins

belloved so strongly in the doc-
trine of states rights that he
rose to riddle Sherman’s argu-
ments. He (alked forcefully and
extemporaneously, -opening in
this way:

“Mr. Speaker, it was not my
intention to
onu\lsmbjed.mdldwuldmt
have taken the floor for that

pow, If it had not been
for the remarkable course of
ar| by the gen-
{leman from Ohio. T have taken
hurried notes of what he said,
and will reply to his positions n
the order in which he presented
them."”

address the House'

17 July 1961

Step by step, Jenkins demol-
ished Sherman's position, c o n-
cluding with this statement:

“ am In favor of the admls-

- ston of Minoesola lnto this Un-
“ jori. She comes here with a con-

stitution formed - by a legally-
elocted conventlon, fairly and
legitimately elected by the peo-
ple, and with the voice of the
in its favor. 5 .1
act ‘of admitting
consummaled at

Coagressman

conslul battle o admit Minne-
sola received pation - wide at-
teation. The Boston Statesman
commented; “'If there sver was

| a man wyed up'tt was the Re-

publicsa 1eader Sherman'. of
Ohlo 'by Mr. Jenkins of Vir- .
.‘_-"F‘{mvuu?(ull text of the

W'-mﬁsoﬂﬂn

not for Greenbotlom and the
Ohio River, but for St. Loulis,
Mo. .
He had an important date
with a girl named Virginia.
(Te Be Ceatlnued)
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